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NovaWorx Contracting Update 

As those of us in the healthcare industry are all 

too aware, the Supreme Court made the decision 

to uphold the constitutionality of the individual 

mandate requiring most Americans to purchase 

health insurance starting in 2014 or face a penalty.  

The decision was a perceived victory for the 

President and national health reform was made 

possible by Chief Justice John Roberts joining the 

four left-leaning justices on the bench.  Amaz-

ingly, the  reasoning behind the decision is that 

the mandate was interpreted as a tax and not a 

penalty despite the current administration’s con-

stant denial of it being a tax.  Unfortunately, even 

this decision does not lend certainty and confi-

dence to the health care industry or the overall 

economy because the repercussions and effects 

are still unknown.  Many in Congress probably 

still have not read the healthcare bill, and the cur-

rent presidential race’s outcome will certainly 

affect exactly what happens over the next few 

years.  That gives us all plenty of time to specu-

late about how this will affect us in the future. 

 

Considering just workers compensation, there is 

not much that can be projected with certainty in 

relation to the new law as the bill does not specifi-

cally indicate any sweeping changes for that pro-

gram.  More people being covered by personal 

health insurance may lead to reduced cases of 

fraud in comp that result from claiming personal 

injuries as work related.  According to Joseph 

Paduda’s blog, “Managed Care Matters,” there 

may also be an increase in claims and a reduction 

of cost shifting by providers to workers compen-

sation patients.  The thought is that healthier 

claimants with health insurance coverage are 

more likely to report an on-the-job injury.  In ad-

dition, if providers get more stable funding out-

side of workers comp, the need to cost shift will 

be reduced.  Of course, this is all speculation and 

the exact implications of this bill on the workers 

comp industry remains to be seen.   

 
Reference “Managed Care Matters” blog entry at http://
www.joepaduda.com/archives/002363.html  

 

Supreme Court Upholds Obamacare: 

The Possible Repercussions for Workers 

Compensation 

NovaWorx is rapidly expanding its directly con-

tracted network throughout Georgia and Alabama, 

while continuing to improve its penetration in 

Tennessee.  NovaWorx continues to strive to pro-

vide the best workers compensation network in the 

Southeast.  All NovaWorx discounts are based off 

of the state fee schedules, where applicable, and 

NovaWorx performs client-specific recruiting  to 

enhance its clients’ provider panels.  Please con-

tact John Folks at 1-800-513-7177 ext. 285 or by 

email at jfolks@novanetppo.com  to access the 

best providers at the best discounts.   

A MAN WHO CARRIES A CAT BY THE TAIL LEARNS 

SOMETHING HE CAN LEARN IN NO OTHER WAY. 

MARK TWAIN 

In 2012, NovaWorx has increased its directly contracted workers’ compensation provider network  

by leaps and bounds.  Georgia workers compensation physician counts grew by 16% and ancillaries 

increased by 5%.  Most exciting is NovaWorx’s hospital count, which grew by 56%. 

http://www.joepaduda.com/archives/002363.html
http://www.joepaduda.com/archives/002363.html
mailto:jfolks@novanetppo.com
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G e o r g i a  C o m p  S p o t l i g h t :  

N e w  T y  C o b b  F a c i l i t y  O p e n i n g  

Ty Cobb Health System has been a provider in the NovaNet network since 1998.  The Ty Cobb Health System originally 

began as one facility, Cobb Memorial Hospital, and was dedicated in memory of Ty Cobb’s parents, William and Amanda 

Cobb.  Constructed in 1950 in Royston, Georgia, the modern twenty-four bed hospital was designed to meet the health care 

needs of the people of his hometown and surrounding rural northeast Georgia. 

 

Ty Cobb, nicknamed the “Georgia Peach,” was a major league baseball outfielder who spent 22 seasons with the Detroit Ti-

gers and finished his career with the Philadelphia Athletics.  Ty is credited with 90 major league records over his career in-

cluding some that still stand today.   Ty was known for his ferocious attitude on the field, which he attributed to his father 

who never got to see him play.  Ty’s mother actually shot and killed his father in strange circumstances just weeks before Ty 

debuted with the Tigers. 

      

Opening July 1, 2012, Ty Cobb Regional Medical Center will replace the former facility.  Ty Cobb Regional Medical Center 

s a 155,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility located in Lavonia, Georgia.  The new facility features 56 private patient 

rooms, state of the art equipment in surgery and imaging, with 4 surgical suites including a cystoscopy room and an addi-

tional suite dedicated for endoscopy, a 14-room emergency department equipped with 2 trauma rooms and separate entrances 

for the public and ambulances to allow for better flow of patients and staff, a mother/baby unit with 3 labor/delivery rooms 

and 6 post-partum rooms, and an 8-bed critical care unit. 

 

With Ty Cobb Physician Center attached to the hospital, access to specialists has never been easier for the residents of 

Northeast Georgia.  The 66,000 square foot medical office building features offices for a wide range of medical specialties, 

including Audiology, Cardiology, Gastroenterology, General Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Nephrology, Oncology, 

Ophthalmology, Orthopedics and Urology.   

 

NovaNet is pleased to have Ty Cobb Regional Medical Center as part of its group health and workers compensation net-

works. 
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W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  D i s c o u n t s  

B a s e d  O f f  o f  t h e  S t a t e  F e e  S c h e d u l e :  

I t  R e a l l y  i s  I m p o r t a n t  

State fee schedules for workers compensation services vary quite a bit.  In some states like Georgia and Tennessee, the fee 

schedule is a maximum amount that is allowable by law for the provider to be reimbursed.  Other states like Florida only use 

the fee schedule as a guide and providers are allowed to be reimbursed at a higher level, which has become accepted practice.  

NovaWorx understands that the complexities involved in each state’s fee schedule are unique for that state.  Only by tying re-

imbursement discounts to the state fee schedules are networks able to provide the assurance that after state bill review there 

will be a discount for services rendered.  Discounts are not the most important issue in cost containment, but they are one of 

the most readily objective measures and are a useful metric to be considered when choosing a panel. 

 

NovaWorx  bases all of its discounts off of the applicable state fee schedule.  Contracting in this manner ensures that             

NovaWorx’s clients are guaranteed a discount with contracted providers, and it allows NovaWorx’s providers to spend more 

time treating employees and less time disputing bills. 

T h e  P i n k  G l o v e  C o m p e t i t i o n  

Two years ago, Medline produced the first Pink Glove Dance video to raise breast cancer awareness.  The video has since 

generated more than 13 million views on YouTube and inspired countless pink glove dance videos and events around the 

world.  The response to the original video from the healthcare community, survivors and family members of survivors was 

overwhelming and heartwarming.  As a result, last year they created a sequel featuring more than 4,000 healthcare workers 

and breast cancer survivors from San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge to New York’s Times Square and many sites in be-

tween. 

In 2011, it was launched as a competition and healthcare facilities and organizations around the United States participated by 

creating their own videos.  The videos were then rated and donations were made to the winners’ charities of choice.  It is a 

lighthearted but emotional way to bring attention to breast cancer and finding a cure.   

NovaNet’s in-network hospitals did quite well, and if you search YouTube for “Pink Glove Competition” you are guaranteed 

to come up with some interesting results.  Gwinnett Medical Center’s video is set to “Raise Your Glass” by Pink and features 

numerous staff members performing some pretty well-planned choreography.  Effingham Hospital in Springfield, Georgia, 

performed to “Down” by Jay Sean, and Gordon Hospital in Calhoun, Georgia, and Memorial Hospital of Adel in Bainbridge, 

Georgia, have videos as well. 

If you have not had a chance to see some of these videos, visit the Pink Glove web site at www.pinkglovedance.com or search 

YouTube for facilities near you.  NovaNet congratulates and thanks all of the organizations that are going above and beyond 

to raise cancer awareness and hope for a cure. 



 

Upcoming Events 

See us on the Web for ongoing 

updates! 

www.novanetppo.com 

 

NovaNet, Inc. 
3500 Parkway Lane 

Suite 700 

Norcross, GA  30092 

Phone: 800-513-7177 

Fax: 770-729-1992 

Contact Person: Lisa Raymaker 

E-mail: lraymaker@novanetppo.com 

NovaNet Management 
Richard F. Morgan, President and CEO 

Lisa Raymaker, Vice President of Network Operations 

John Folks, Vice President of Client Development 

Jordan Morgan, Director of Business Development 

Robert Loew, Director of Network Services 

April Goforth, Network Development Specialist 

Jill Smith, Network Relations 

Melody Alexander, Information Services Director 
Mandy Gillis, Information Systems Coordinator 

Renee Vanderburgh, Information Systems Specialist 

Alabama Self Insurers Association 2012 

Summer Conference 

 Destin, FL August 12-14, 2012 

Georgia Annual Workers Compensation 

Annual Educational Conference 

Atlanta, GA August 26-29, 2012 

National Workers’ Compensation and 

Disability Conference 

Las Vegas, NV November 7-9, 2012 

August  2012 

A NovaNet representative will be attending the following events.  To schedule a meeting, please contact Robert Loew by phone 

at 1-800-513-7177 ext. 257 or by email at rloew@novanetppo.com. 


